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Plan Review process
• Management Plan Review Group convened to oversee the process on behalf of the 

Council of Partners.

• Pre-September 2024 - early scoping and baseline work.

• Autumn 2024 - initial consultation with local authority partners, follow-up interviews.

• March 2025 - draft Plan approved by the Partnership.

• March-April 2025 - public consultation, including NWDNL newsletter, social media 

posts, three public webinars and stakeholder workshop. All comments received were 

reviewed in detail.

• June 2025 - recommended changes considered and approved by the MPRG and the 

NWDNL Management Working Group.

• July 2025 – NWDNL Council of Partners approved the adoption draft Plan.

• July-November 2025 – adoption by local authorities, design, publication, 

dissemination and  submission to the Secretary of State.



Some familiar things…





…and some new





Structure

• Vision

• Context and Framework

• Principles, Priorities and Implementation

• Thematic chapters:

• Overview

• Description

• Key Issues

• Priorities

• Policies

• Protected Landscapes Targets and Outcomes Framework

• Summary of Activity 2019-2025



Main changes
• Reference to the strengthened s.85 duty on relevant authorities and the increased 

importance of Management Plans

• New Overarching Principles

• New Priorities - for all those involved in the National Landscape

• Special Qualities = Valued Qualities  

• New summary chapter: Principles, Priorities and Implementation

• Shift in emphasis from responsible tourism to improving and widening access 

more generally for health and well-being

• Much stronger emphasis on nature recovery

• Inclusion of apportioned targets under the DEFRA Protected Landscapes Targets 

and Outcomes Framework (PLTOF)

• Stronger focus on climate change, esp. nature-based solutions

• More attention to the importance of healthy soils

• Policies reviewed, strengthened and where possible rationalised

• Greater prominence given to stakeholder responsibility for implementation



Nature Recovery



Focus on implementation (by all)



Highlights 2025-30

• Become the first UK protected area to gain accreditation to 

the IUCN Green List global standard

• Implement the strengthened s.85  duty

• Actions to meet PLTOF targets

• Develop our Ridgeway Landscape Connections project

• Develop our convening role among farmers and land 

managers

• Develop a strategic focus for our access work 

• Defend the integrity of the NWDNL

• NWDNL Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Plan  



Duty of Regard

“In exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as 
to affect, land in an area of outstanding natural beauty in 
England, a relevant authority … must seek to further the 
purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the 
area of outstanding natural beauty.”

• s.85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, as amended by s.245 of the Levelling 
Up and Regeneration Act 2023



Our Partners



How will you help deliver the 

management plan?
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