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Plan Review process

Management Plan Review Group convened to oversee the process on behalf of the
Council of Partners.

Pre-September 2024 - early scoping and baseline work.
Autumn 2024 - initial consultation with local authority partners, follow-up interviews.
March 2025 - draft Plan approved by the Partnership.

March-April 2025 - public consultation, including NWDNL newsletter, social media
posts, three public webinars and stakeholder workshop. All comments received were
reviewed in detail.

June 2025 - recommended changes considered and approved by the MPRG and the
NWDNL Management Working Group.

July 2025 - NWDNL Council of Partners approved the adoption draft Plan.

July-November 2025 — adoption by local authorities, design, publication,
dissemination and submission to the Secretary of State.




Some familiar things...

Figure 3. Icons of The North Wessex Downs National Landscape

Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database
rights 2019. Ordnance Survey 100051200.

Basingstoke

Icons ilustrated by Anna Dillon

11

North Wessex
Downs
National
Landscape




A Vision for the

National landscape is a place of vast

dramatic, undeveloped and distinct chalk

downlands with nationally significant
areas of semi-natural chalk grassland,
contrasting with well-wooded plateaux,

arable farmland, heathland, chalk streams

and intimate and secluded valleys, all
rich in wildlife and cultural heritage;

a high quality landscape of national
and international significance which
persists despite increasingly urbanised
surroundings; a place where people
live, work and relax; where visitors are
welcomed and contribute to a vibrant
rural economy; and access to which

supports the health and wellbeing of local

residents and visitors alike.

The vision for the North Wessex Downs

North Wessex Downs

The long-term goalis that the North
Wessex Downs National Landscape
will be a place:

1 whereland use, management and

development are driven by an overarching
principle of long-term stewardship of the
protected landscape; where people have

the imagination, skills, energy and resources
to accommodate and adapt to change in
ways that respect the unique qualities of

the North Wessex Downs and deliver wider
environmental, economic and social benefits

where the highest environmental quality

is seen as a key economic driver; where

all economic activity is in harmony with
maintenance of the landscape and its valued
qualities; where new buildings and other
forms of development display high design
quality worthy of one of England'’s designated
finest landscapes

CHAPTER 4

Farming and Land Management Support:
Priorities for funding and advice by Landscape
Character Type

4.21 National Landscape Management Plans have a role to play as the framework within which
publicly and privately funded support mechanisms and other land management initiatives can be
focussed and adapted to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the designated landscapes
and their settings. The North Wessex Downs National Landscape Management Plan provides
the lens through which national objectives for farming and nature recovery can be applied to the
landscapes and valued qualities of the North Wessex Downs

4.22 Tosupport this role, the priorities set out in the following table identify broad priorities
for environmental land management in the North Wessex Downs National Landscape and

with thriving land-based and other rural its settmg 5
enterprises that prioritise conserving

and enhancing the valued qualities of the
North Wessex Downs. This will ensure a
countryside rich in wildlife, heritage and
recreational opportunities, while producing
high-quality products through sustainable
farming practices that benefit both the local
economy and the surrounding countryside

4.23 The first columnin the table sets out a series of generic measures which could apply to
more than one Landscape Character Type; subsequent columns set out measures which are
aimed specifically at each of the eight Landscape Character Types (as described in Chapter 3).

with high quality habitats reflecting

the distinctive character of the North
Wessex Downs and stable and recovering
populations of key species; landscapes

that are protected, expanded, linked by
nature recovery networks, under beneficial
management and increasingly resilient to the
pressures of climate change

with a rich and conserved cultural landscape
where the pervasive historic landscape
character is understood, appreciated

and informs future change; where iconic
monuments, both designated and




...and some new

Overarching Principles

2.1 Inusing and implementing the Management Plan, relevant authorities and other stakeholders should apply the
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following overarching principles:

1. Allchange should be landscape-led, seeking to conserve and enhance natural beauty and landscape character.

2. Management and change should respect the cultural landscapes and the communities of the North
Wessex Downs.

3. Decisions about future landscape change should always be informed by an understanding of the past,
using tools such as historic environment characterisation.

4. Nomajor development should take place either in the North Wessex Downs National Landscape or where
it would harm the setting, except where it has been demonstrated through supporting evidence that
exceptional circumstances exist which clearly override the highest level of protection.

5. Farming, forestry and other land management systems should be environmentally sustainable and
nature-friendly.

6. Nature recovery should be pursued hand in hand with economically viable farming and land management.

7. Nature recovery should aim to restore ecological connectivity, contributing to the Nature Recovery Network
to build and support resilient wildlife populations in the face of climate change.

8. Land management should support climate mitigation and adaptation, using nature-based solutions that
deliver multiple benefits and respect landscape character.

9. Theimportance of engagement, outreach and landscape accessibility for all, including underrepresented
communities, removing physical, cultural and perceptual barriers and creating equitable opportunities to
connect with the landscape and be active partners in its stewardship, should be recognised.

10. The value of the landscape for access, education, health and well being should be realised in ways that
resolve, remove and prevent conflicts between access and biodiversity and the historic environment.

11. Change should not further exceed environmental limits of natural resources, e.g. demand for water must
not exceed levels that threaten the ecology of chalk streams.

12. Actions within the North Wessex Downs National Landscape should take place with an awareness of the

Wealkii Cherhill Down
wider context, including the landscape setting and the geography of Big Chalk. -gle‘a?;yaensfwa;co,m
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Structure

Vision

Context and Framework

Principles, Priorities and Implementation

Thematic chapters:

* QOverview

Description

Key Issues

Priorities

Policies
* Protected Landscapes Targets and Outcomes Framework

* Summary of Activity 2019-2025
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Main changes

Reference to the strengthened s.85 duty on relevant authorities and the increased s
importance of Management Plans

New Overarching Principles

New Priorities - for all those involved in the National Landscape
Special Qualities = Valued Qualities

New summary chapter: Principles, Priorities and Implementation

Shift in emphasis from responsible tourism to improving and widening access
more generally for health and well-being

Much stronger emphasis on nature recovery

Inclusion of apportioned targets under the DEFRA Protected Landscapes Targets
and Outcomes Framework (PLTOF)

Stronger focus on climate change, esp. nature-based solutions
More attention to the importance of healthy soils
Policies reviewed, strengthened and where possible rationalised

Greater prominence given to stakeholder responsibility for implementation




Nature Recovery
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Table 4: Protected Landscapes Targets and Outcomes Framework:
Apportioned EIP Targets for the North Wessex Downs National Landscape

MNorth Wessex Downs
Mational Landscape
Mational Target [
Increase (ha) increase: thal
by 2030 by 2042 (T1)
- by 2050 (T&)
T1
Restore or oreate more than 250,000 hectares of
arange of wildlife-rich habitats within Protected 2,000 14,000
Landscapes, outside protected sites by 2042
{from a 2022 baseline of Q)
Ta
Increase tree canopy and woodland cover
{combined) by 3% of total land area in Protected 400 1,750
Landscapes by 2050
{froma 2022 bassaline of O)




Focus on implementation (by all)

Stakeholder Responsibilities

2.6 The following table lists some of the main stakeholders with responsibility for the protected landscape, indicates some of the opportunities for
them to contribute to its conservation and enhancement, and gives examples of actions they should or could take to implement the Management Plan
and, where applicable, fulfil their s.85 Duty. This is by no means an exhaustive list and we welcome suggestions for further partners or examples of how
these groups can help to deliver the North Wessex Downs National Landscape Management Plan 2025-30.

STAKEHOLDERS

Chambers of \
commerce p

Consultants
& agents

Educational
institutions

PRINCIPAL OPPORTUNITIES

Funding streams to support management of
the landscape as a tourism asset

Local producers and services

NWDNL profile in tourism marketing

'
'
)
Awareness, understanding and recognition f
of the character, valued qualities and '
sensitivities of the NWDNL i

Awareness, deeper understanding and pride
in the landscape among pupils / students and
staff

Opportunities for nature recovery in school
grounds management

EXAMPLES OF IMPLEMENTATION

@ Collaboration to promote NWDNL tourism

Raise the NWDNL profile in Great West Way tourism
marketing

Promote the NWDNL in member information and
events

® Support local suppliers and networks

Develop visitor payback scheme/s that support
landscape conservation and enhancement

Raise awareness of the protected landscape and
Management Plan among clients.

Take a landscape-led approach to developing and
refining proposals that shows sensitivity to the
heritage, natural environment, local economy and
communities of the NWDNL

Engage with the North Wessex Downs landscape through
the curriculum, research, collaborative projects, field trips,
farm visits, outdoor classrooms, Forest Schools etc.

Manage grounds for nature

Reduce, direct and control outdoor lighting: follow the
NWDNL good lighting guide

Use opportunities and resources presented by the North
Wessex Downs landscape to support educational aims
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Highlights 2025-30

* Become the first UK protected area to gain accreditation to
the IUCN Green List global standard

* Implement the strengthened s.85 duty
* Actions to meet PLTOF targets
* Develop our Ridgeway Landscape Connections project

* Develop our convening role among farmers and land
managers

* Develop a strategic focus for our access work
Defend the integrity of the NWDNL
NWDNL Climate Adaptation and Mitigation Plan
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Duty of Regard

“In exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as
to affect, land in an area of outstanding natural beauty in
England, arelevant authority ... must seek to further the
purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the
area of outstanding natural beauty.”

* 5.85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, as amended by s.245 of the Levelling
Up and Regeneration Act 2023
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How will you help deliver the
management plan?
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