
“When asked about field research and ‘Why it matters’ for a 1997 

Earthwatch publication I gave the following, now frequently quoted 

perspective: 

“Humans are not custodians of nature, but part of it.  In the biosphere of 

this universe, our species is one minute speck.  While humans argue and 

debate their role on the planet, nature continues.  By observing and 

learning from organisms that have existed and will continue to exist 

independent of our species, we establish a perspective of another 

reality.  Loss of perspective is deadly.  In human society, money makes 

the world go round.  In nature, money will never make the sun come up.  

Understanding our place in nature is not key to the planet’s continued 

existence, but it is to ours.” ” 

Dr. Peggy Rismiller, Pelican Lagoon, Kangaroo Island, Australia

*Copyright RISMAC 2002  

Land for Learning Pelican Lagoon Research and Wildlife Centre Penneshaw, Kangaroo Island, 5222
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Andover Trees United

“The Harmony Woods Project”
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Wednesday 11th October 2023

Trees + Sustainable Schools + Climate Change + 

Outdoor Learning + Community



Where It All 

Began

… and why it matters



What happened to the Sustainable Schools 

2020 Programme?
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Linking Pupils to Place

Fostering Interest in Nature

Creating an emotional connection to the landscape



Achievements
• How you sold your vision to the community

• … then galvanised and co-ordinated 

management among schools and young 

people

• What did you, or are you aiming to, 
achieve? 



Selling Our Vision to the Community



Galvanising and co-ordinating management 
among schools and young people



What we have achieved, and are 

aiming to achieve…

Providing a ‘space’ for all ages 

to contribute, 

to feel part of a like-minded community 

to make a difference 



1. An annual tree planting 

day in every school

2. A biodiverse new 

woodland planted by 

10000 children over a 

decade



10,000 Children

10,000 Trees

10 Years

Growing the wood… Growing understanding… Growing community 





3. Building the 

Cabin
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4. An annual ecology internship, with 

stipend

5. ‘Nature in Harmony’ – Data Collection 

& Citizen Science

6. ‘Nature in Harmony Exchange Project’ 

– An ecology-focussed youth team, their 

visit to Costa Rica, training as outdoor 

learning leaders



The appointment of a graduate ecologist as intern, led to an 

annual data collection programme, a calendar of citizen 

science events and the establishment of a youth ecology 

programme





Nature in Harmony Exchange Project 
Costa Rica 2022 



7. ‘Six Trees & Six Flowers’ – 

pilot project to support our 

tree-planting schools with 

expertise, volunteers and 

artists to deliver inspirational 

nature-connecting 

programmes









8. A 5-year Big Lottery grant 

to fund staff & the means to 

build a sustainable future

9. Securing future planting 

sites – partnership with TVBC 





10. Being here today

11. THE FUTURE: Supporting replication – Every 

community providing this or similar



Lessons 

learned…



1. Being community-based and 

community-led inspires and empowers – 

people really want to do this

2. Involve everyone, value everyone, 

build relationships – the process matters

3. You don’t have to have all the answers 

– make your plan, take the 1st steps, the 

rest WILL follow

      Stop talking about it… just do it.



“Humans are not custodians of nature, but part of it.  In the biosphere of this universe, our 

species is one minute speck.  While humans argue and debate their role on the planet, 

nature continues.  By observing and learning from organisms that have existed and will 

continue to exist independent of our species, we establish a perspective of another reality.  

Loss of perspective is deadly.  In human society, money makes the world go round.  In 

nature, money will never make the sun come up.  Understanding our place in nature is not 

key to the planet’s continued existence, but it is to ours.” ” 

Dr. Peggy Rismiller, Pelican Lagoon, Kangaroo Island, Australia

Thank you for listening so attentively. 

If there are any elements of our work that you would like to know more about, it would 

be a pleasure to answer your questions.
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